
 

NYCLSA Executive Board Meeting 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 

The Colgate Inn, Hamilton, New York 

 

 

 

Attendance:    Nichole Bennett-Bealer, Mariangela Chandler, Amy Crouse-Powers, Michele 
DeFreece,  Ellie Fosmire, Stephanie Lawhorne, Kevin McNeelege, Carol 
McPhillips, Marj Moore, Carl Wahlstrom 

I. Call to Order – Mariangela Chandler  
  The meeting was called to order at 10:26 by Mariangela Chandler. 
  Introductions: Stephanie Lawhorne, Regional Representative for Region 3 and  
  facilitator for the assessment panel during the 2008 Symposium.  

 

II. Minutes - Carol McPhillips 
  Kevin moved to approve the minutes of the June 23rd meeting. Amy seconded. 
  Minutes were approved. 

 
III. Treasurer’s Report - Carl Wahlstrom:  

The final balance is $17,056.29.  Of that, $3,482.84 is in the Scholarship Fund. 
Efforts will be made to strengthen the coffers. In light of current economic times, 
attendance at the Conference is likely to be negatively impacted. Discussion 
ensued regarding concern about decreasing institutional funds allocated for 
conference attendance. Mariangela recommended we encourage members (and 

others) to submit proposals and present, which may result in campus 

funding. 

  Ellie moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Stephanie Lawhorne seconded. The  
  motion carried. 

IV. Membership Report - Kevin McNeelege: 

• The current membership is 271, compared to 261 at this time last 
September.  

   There are 31 renewals, 1 rejoined, and there are 2 new members.      
     There were 16 members deleted, which is fewer than last year. 

• Kevin will send a reminder regarding proposals to all members, 

specifically to all who attended the 2008 NYCLSA Conference. 

• Notice of the Conference, including fee information, will be sent, 

including to all who have been members for the last 5 years. In an 

effort to increase crossover registration, Kevin will contact Ronald 

Stevens at Sullivan CCC, who organized the 2008 SUNY Retention 

Conference. Carl recommended making contact with a vice president 

at Sullivan CCC, Ellen Galligan. 

 

 



V. Regional Report – Ellie Fosmire: 
In light of increasing travel costs, plans are being made to provide a 
Teleconference or Webinar featuring Manning Rubin, author of a book “Keeping 
your Brain Alive” about Neurobics - maximizing brain potential. 
Regional Representatives from Region 3, 4, and 5 have expressed interest in 
attending. Other Regional Representatives will be returning from CRLA, and for 
other reasons, will not be able to participate. Ellie is asking Don Frament at 
Hudson Valley Community College, to host. Of concern is the anticipated ITS 
cost of $1,000. 
There may be a need to move this event to November in order to have adequate 
planning time. 
If this teleconference or webinar is not able to be arranged, a recommendation 
was made by Ellie to have Rubin hold a Pre Conference Seminar, with a book 
signing. 
Kevin recommended institutions pay for a group attending. Ellie, Don and Kevin 

will meet to discuss options to make this method of presenting possible. 

Ellie requested each Board member provide her information regarding the 

campus teleconference contact person. 

Barbara Oakley offered our use of a presentation/video on Studying Causes of 
Psychopathic Behavior.  

 Mariangela recommended that Ellie send the Manning Rubin presentation 

 description to the Executive Board. 

 Mariangela recommended that we promote membership by providing 

 NYCLSA membership forms at this event’s registration. 

 

VI.       RTDE Update – Mary Ellen Mulvey (not in attendance): 

• Mariangela reported on behalf of Mary Ellen. In order to improve expense 
and logistical challenges, Mary Ellen is exploring a new printer for the 

RTDE who deals specifically with professional journals. 

• Mary Ellen is requesting columnists and book reviewers.  

• Because of the required attendance to NADE by the RTDE editor, Mary 
Ellen requests the Board to approve covering her NADE expenses, or as a 
minimum, registration costs. The Executive Board reviewed her request; it 
was determined that, due to budgetary restraints, increased cost of 
operating the Organization, and Symposium costs, NYCLSA will provide 

reimbursement for the NADE Registration fee. 

 
VII.       Noozleter Update – Nichole Bennett-Bealer: 

• Congratulations were extended to Nichole for an excellent job on her first 

Noozleter.  Nichole extended a “thank you” to Sharon Green for her 

continuing assistance with Nichole’s transition. 

• Nichole made a request for an article about NADE which will be paired 

with a  letter from the NADE President and President-Elect. Amy Crouse-

Powers offered to write the article. 

• Nichole is exploring layout changes to allow a more conservative 

amount of ink used for printing.  

 



• The deadline for the next Noozleter issue is Nov 7. 

  The intended date to publish will follow the next Executive Board   

  meeting, tentatively scheduled for November 15th. 

 
VIII.     Old Business - Past President’s meeting update – Don Frament (not in attendance) 

• Don will be meeting with Mariangela to discuss ways to: 

   1. help with membership  

   2. help with planning future Conferences  

   3. help with the Journal 

• At the next meeting, Mariangela will bring a draft of her November  

report to be submitted to NADE, reporting goals, successes, and plans.  

         IX.     New Business  

     a. Symposium 2009 update - Michele DeFreece   

• The theme of the 2009 Symposium is “Retention:  Students, Stories, Successes”. 

• Dr. Glenn Dubois, Chancellor of Virginia Community College System, will 
speak Monday morning about the principles behind career coaching, great 
expectations, and  middle college programs for 18-24 year olds. New Registration 
Forms include separate forms for adjuncts and non-members. 

• Efforts to provide an affordable Conference are being made in calculating early 
registration, “day tripper” registration, and anticipated prices for  those bringing 
guests, etc. 

   Discussion ensued resulting in the following Registration Fees: 

  Conference    (on or before        
  Registration       Feb 28)       3 Day       Sunday Only      Monday Only  Tuesday Only 

  Members   $385.($345.)    $165.($140.)   $195.($170.) $100.($  85.) 

  Non-Members  $445.($415.)    $225.($210.)   $260.($235.) $160.($145.) 

  Adjunct   $340.($290.)     

  Carol moved to approve; Amy Crouse-Powers seconded, the motion carried. 

• Michele will send the meal prices to Kevin and Carl. 

• Kevin will create a form for guest prices and will calculate prices based on 

past costs. The Board approved the numbers of  Kevin’s future calculations.  

• On Thursday, November 6th, Mariangela, Michele, Linda Weinberg, and 

Carl will be meeting with Conference Site Coordinator, Kristina Schneider 

in Corning.  Laureen Sassamen from Community College will also attend. 

• The Board agreed to provide a few tables requested by George Henry from 
Townsend Press, who has a long history of supporting NYCLSA by providing 
canvas bags and generously participating in the Silent Auction.  



• Carl and Kevin have been planning a “best practices” discussion by a panel 

composed of 5-6 members. This discussion is planned for Sunday, 1:00-3:00, 

with topics including College Success, S.I., Tutor Training, Learning Centers, 

and Early Alert. Nichole will include this information in the Noozleter.  

• Rick Grossman and Stephanie Lawhorne will be SIG Co-Chairs. 

• Michele’s College President will present welcoming remarks at the lunch on 

Monday.  

• Wick will be asked to provide Region information on each registrant’s name 

tag.  

• Michele recommends a New Member Reception following the panel 

presentations on Sunday, at approximately 3:30-4:30.  Reception location 
planning should consider proximity to the location of the panel presentation. 

• Amy will prepare the Conference Program. 

• Michele has made gift selections for participants, presenters, presiders, and new 
members. 

• The deadline for proposals is Oct 31.  

• It was recommended that the Publisher Exhibits Chair consider the many 

changes in publishers/names and include Cengage, Pearson Prentice Hall , 

H&H, Tutor Trac, Askonline, and Smart Thinking. Stephanie Lawhorne 

recommended encouraging publishers to buy an ad for the 

Symposium Program. 

• Ellie recommended using a way to provide an uplifting and stimulating 

Conference “kick-off “(perhaps) on Monday night, including cheerleaders 

or step group, etc. 

  Board Member Updates:  

• Michele will attend NADE 

• NYCLSA will fund the President-Elect to attend the Leadership Conference 

in Greensboro North Carolina. 

• Carl will serve as Treasurer for another 2 year term. Anyone interested in 

assuming this role is encouraged to speak with a member of the Board; it 

will be important to elect a Treasurer in time to provide adequate shadow 

opportunities. 

  b. Symposium 2010 Site Search – Marj Moore 

   Marj proposed sites for future Symposiums. Sites include Woodcliff Hotel and  
   Spa, in Rochester, and the Desmond, in Albany. Desmond has not responded.  
   Marj distributed information to the Board members and described the spaces and  
   services offered at the Woodcliff.  She is recommending we move forward with  
   the Woodcliff. The Board recommended that Marj continue the next level of  

   negotiations with the Woodcliff with special attention to confirmation of  

   room rates, meal rates, request for 2 complimentary rooms, availability of  

   A-V equipment, and reduced spa rate. Carl asked to determine the date for  



   cost change, based on a minimum number. Marj suggested Kodak Students  

   to provide background dinner music at Casa Largo on Monday night.  

   The Board has asked Marj to have a contract to sign by the next meeting. 

  .  Marj will look into having the November Board meeting at the Woodcliff.  

   The date will be determined following Marj’s conversation with Margaret 
   Swift at the Woodcliff. 

 X. Adjournment 
  Kevin moved to adjourn the meeting and Carl seconded. 
  The meeting was adjourned at 2:45pm. 

 


