
I am happy to present you with the May issue of our newsletter. In this issue 
you will find some updates about our organization including NYCLSAõs 2011 
award recipients, the featured presenter the Road-Show, and news from the 
region. 

If you attended the symposium, I hope you were impressed by the quality of 
the sessions and the genuine enthusiasm of the presenters and participants.  I 
truly enjoyed the 2011 annual symposium, which offered a variety of sessions, 
and learning experiences. I always find it a great way to connect with col-
leagues across the state, but also a way to re-evaluate my own process and 
pedagogy. I, myself, had ample opportunities to meet and think about what I 
do on a daily basis, in both the Writing Center as I work one-on-one with stu-
dents but also as I guide students through the writing process in the classroom. 
If you had a chance to attend the conference, I hope you find the information 
here to be accurate. 

As you look forward to future publications of the Newsletter, I hope you con-
sider submitting news about your projects, pedagogy, or findings. If, for exam-
ple, you read an engaging book, please consider sharing this with our mem-
bers. Also, if you have any suggestions or comments please let me know. I hope 
you enjoy your summer and that you have an opportunity to rejuvenate and 
reflect on your academic year. 

 

Best wishes for a wonderful summer, 

 

Colleen Sanders 

Newsletter Editor 
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Hello, NYCLSA members!  I am pleased to greet you as your new 
president. This year has had a great start thanks to your participation 
in our annual conference.  Hunter Mountain Resort welcomed us and 
gave us a chance to come together and share both learning and friend-
ship. During these challenging financial times, we appreciate your con-
tinued support.   
 
Overall, participants could choose from 30 different sessions at this 
yearõs symposium. This year more than 130 members were present for 
the conference. One of the additions to this yearõs conference in-
cluded a plenary speaker, Michael Nerney.  The morning session al-
lowed us to have a common place to start our symposium.  Nerneyõs 
presentation was central to the theme of  Brain-Based Learning and his 
presentation was well received.  In fact, several members commented 
they not only liked the opportunity to come together as an entire 
group for the morning session, but also praised the information pro-
vided and lively delivery.  
 
In addition, Jim Donsbach, from NYSED, provided us with an over-
view of  happenings at the state level.  Jim was impressed with NY-
CLSA and connected with Amy Crouse-Powers and myself  to coordi-
nate a platform for our executive board to provide input on upcoming 
NYS Regents agenda items.  The NYCLSA Board created a statement 
in response to upcoming discussions regarding graduation require-
ments.  NYSED contacted me recently to thank the executive board 
for their input and assured us that our concerns will be taken into con-
sideration while revamping these graduation requirements.  
 
A poster presentation was included as a part of  the conference.  The 
poster sessions were well done and enjoyed by many of  our members.  
Many members commented that this new component of  the confer-
ence should be continued in the future.  This is a great way to get in-
volved in the annual conference and hopefully NYCLSA members will 
be thinking about putting together their own poster presentation for 
next year.   

Thoughts from the President 
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Linda Weinberg has been doing an outstanding job of  reconnecting with 
the regional leaders and creating new and exciting opportunities for regional 
activities for our members.  Look for her article on the upcoming òRoad 
Showó presentation in this newsletter.  Be sure to get your colleagues in-
volved at your regional level.  
 
Stephanie Lawhorne has some great plans underway for our 2012 sympo-
sium in lovely Saratoga Springs at the Gideon Putnam Hotel.  Her focus 
will be on òActive Learningó and we know that Stephanie is just the person 
to put together a top-notch line up for Saratoga.  Let Stephanie know your 
ideas on this topic and look for opportunities to get involved in the sympo-
sium.  
 
NYCLSA is also excited as we welcome Dr. Althea Porter as our new 1st 
Vice President.  Althea will be working closely with the executive board as 
we start to put together the 2013 version of  our symposium.  Althea 
jumped right into service when joining NYCLSA and has been active as the 
regional representative for the Buffalo area.  We are so excited to have Al-
thea as a part of  our executive board.  
 
Please remember this is YOUR organization and YOUR input is what 
makes this a wonderful organization.  Let the executive board know your 
ideas, give us feedback on the articles you read, and the conferences you at-
tend. While we have received positive feedback from the survey, we would 
welcome your observations and insights; so, if  you have yet to comment 
then log onto NYCLSA.org website and click on the survey tab.  Your opin-
ions matter and help to direct the efforts of  the executive board. 
 
In closing, let me say that I am truly privileged to serve you this next year 
and look forward to an exciting year with our members.  Please contact the 
executive board with any questions, or suggestions that you have to share.  
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
Ellie Fosmire, 
NYCLSA President 
 



NYCLSA ANNUAL AWARD RECIPIENTS 
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Outstanding Professional Service in the Field of Developmental Education to 

an individual whose research, publications, conference presentations. and/or 

other forms of professional service (within his or her institution or beyond 

it) have made exceptional contributions to advance the goals of the field.  

This year NYCLSA recognized  Mariangela Chandler. 

 

Outstanding Service to Students in the Field of Developmental Education to 

an individual whose teaching, creation and implementation of courses and/or 

programs, and other forms of service to students (within his or her  

institution or beyond it) have made exceptional contributions to the success 

and achievement of students in developmental programs. This year NYCLSA  

recognized Mary Dorn for her years of service. 

 

Outstanding Achievement as a Graduate of a Developmental Program to a  

student or former student who participated in a developmental program and 

went on to make exceptional achievements within his or her institution or  

beyond it.  This year NYCLSA honors Lawrence Chappy, who is a senior stu-

dent of Political Science in Cortlandõs Honorõs Program and preparing to graduate 

from SUNY Cortland.    
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òLetõs Play Ball!  Taking Steps towards Integrating Content in a Study 
Skills Classó 

Presenter: Karen Weyant 

Jamestown Community College 

This session sparked an engaging conversation among participants.  It centered 
on integrating content of student interests in a study skills course, designed for 
developmental readers and writers.  The theme of Sports and Popular Culture 
was the focus of the reading and writing course at Jamestown Community Col-
lege.  A critical reading approach strategy, called the Directed Reading-Thinking 
Activity (DR-TA) and a graphic organizer for essay writing were shared with 
participants. 

 
Summary provided by: Althea T. Porter, Trocaire College 

 

 

òUsing the Model of the Cell Phone App to Organize the Thinking of 
the Developmental College Studentó 

Presenters: Helen Rice and Caryn Krupa 

Nassau Community College 

It is second nature for young and not so young people to use their cell phone for 
everything.  One of the most difficult tasks for a college student in remedial 
reading and writing classes is to become more organized and develop notes and 
chapter summaries. They can use a cell phone to organize both their scholastic 
and personal lives successfully.  The facilitators did a wonderful job presenting on 
the importance of annotating by cell phones.  Students use their phones for eve-
rything but placing a phone call; now it is all about texting and their apps.  So, 
why not use them òto aid in academia?ó  At times students would read and may 
not get the main idea.  Annotation can be used to help students connect with 
deep learning.  If annotating is done well then the outline and summary should 
be easy when writing papers; the cell phone can be used for self-relating strate-
gies.  

Summary provided by NaReida M. Crandall, Kingsborough Community College 
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òReading and Thinking in a Developmental Math Course: Report of an 
Intervention Pilotó 

Presenters: Terry Shamblin & Judi Salsburg Taylor, 

 Monroe Community College 

The developmental math class (Math 098) at Monroe Community College had 
only a 44% success rate, and among the reasons identified were poor reading, lis-
tening and memory skills.  In response to this problem, the two presenters offered 
a òReading in Mathematicsó lab to 2 of the 3 sections of Math 098.  Topics covered 
included òhow to use a math textbookó and math vocabulary.  The success rates of 
the 2 sections with the lab were 52% and 50%.  The success rate of the section 
without the lab was 38%.  Many students credited their success to the lab, and 
some requested this type of lab for other math courses.  Students also improved 
their study skills and time management in math as a result of this intervention. 

Summary Provided by: Jeanine Rose, SUNY Cortland 

 

òTalk to the Teacher: A Classroom Research Project in Developmental 
Readingó 

Presenter: Barbara Murphy 

 Finger Lakes Community College 

 

Have you heard your developmental students claim they donõt have to read for 
their other courses? Well, Barb Murphy tested her students by implementing a  
òText Application Projectó where students select a reading assignment from a 
òcontentó course and develop a plan of action: how will they approach their read-
ing assignment, estimate time to complete the reading (preview reading), actively 
read by annotating, create mini summaries or outlines for each chapter/section, 
create a study tool (quiz/index cards), and self-reflect about applying reading 
strategies to a content course. While this project emphasizes the reading process, 
it also encourages students to engage with their instructors through one-on-one-
interaction!   

Summary provided by Colleen Sanders, Fulton-Montgomery Community College 

 

 



 

 

òSmart Start ðBegin with the End in Mind ð Helping Students As-
cend to the Highest Peakó 

 

Presenters: Lori Anderson & WestJoseph Connell, 

Duchess Community College 

 

A very informative session!!  Excellent overview of the Dutchess Community 
College SmartStart Program ð a free transition program for academically under-
prepared first semester students.  The focus of the program is to improve stu-
dentsõ academic skills.  At the conclusion of the four-week program, involving 
eighty hours of instruction, students are allowed to retake their placement tests.  
Statistics show that many of the students who complete the program improve 
their placement and with continued academic support, including advisement and 
tutoring, successfully complete their studies.  

Session participants came away with details of how this readiness summer pro-
gram operates from start to finish, from open house to enrichment programs, as 
well as insight regarding the learning styles and activities which make this pro-
gram so successful.  

Summary Provided by: Lois Terry, Hudson Valley Community College 
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Student success story ,  

DILEK ULUKAYA   

Dilek began started her educational journey in the United States in 2002.  She 
attended language school at the University at Albany, and from there she began 
as a freshman at Fulton-Montgomery Community College taking developmental 
writing, and found working with peer tutors provided her with the support to 
develop her language skills.  Shortly, thereafter, she became a Peer Writing Tutor 
and actively participated in the Peer Tutor Club and presented at NEPTA, New 
England Peer Tutor Association, at Northeast University.  After completing her 
associates in Social Sciences (2005), Dilek transferred to City College where she 
completed a bachelorõs in Political Science (2008).  In 2010, she graduated from 
NYU with a MA in Middle Eastern Studies.  In the fall 2011, she will begin 
working on her Ph.D. in Social Research at The News School University.  

Dilek is currently the Executive Director of the Chobani Shepherdõs Gift Foun-
dation, a not-for-profit organization that was established, September 13th, 2010 
to help other non-profits and charities worldwide. Funded entirely by endow-
ments from Chobani, the òShepherdõs Gift Foundationó is a 501(c)(3), nongov-
ernmental organization. It operates separately from Chobani and is led by an ap-
pointed Board of Directors. Headquartered in Norwich, N.Y., the Foundationõs 
goal is to create partnerships with other local and global organizations to spread 
Chobaniõs vision of ònothing but goodó worldwide. 
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