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President’s Welcome 
What an exciting year it has been for NYCLSA! 

We have accomplished so many of our goals and 
we have such a bright future! Now that we are in the 

rhythm of the classroom once again (after a summer full of fun), 
it’s also a time to reflect upon all that has happened with NYCLSA 
over the past few months and to begin planning for our upcoming 
events.  
 
Symposium 2015 was a huge success this past April at the Edith 
Macy Conference Center in Briarcliff Manor. Our keynote speaker, 
Dr. Ernest Morrell (Macy Professor of Education  
English Education; Director, Institute for Urban and Minority 
Education at Columbia University), shared his insights regarding 
how linking literacy to popular culture can energize and motivate 
college students.  There were also more than twenty concurrent 
sessions presented by thirty-seven presenters during our two-day 
symposium and some very well-attended focus group sessions that 
investigated current issues and concerns for today’s college faculty.   
 
President-Elect Liz Hynes-Musnisky has been hard at work getting 
ready for Symposium 2016, which will be held April 3-4, 2016 in 
Saratoga Springs at The Gideon Putnam. I am looking forward to 
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our keynote speaker, Dr. Joe 
Cuseo who is currently serving 
as an education advisor and 
consultant for AVID – a non-
profit organization whose 
mission is to promote the 
college and success of 
underserved student 
populations. The Call for 
Proposals for Symposium 2016 
can now be found on our 
website. Please consider 
collaborating with one of your 
colleagues on your campus to 
present at our Symposium 2016.  
Registration information for the 
symposium will be up on the 
website soon! 
 
The latest volume of Research 
and Teaching in Developmental 
Education was a great read. 
Editor Marie Hannan-Mandel 
has put together another 
informative and insightful 
collection of articles. Please 
consider submitting an article or 
essay for consideration in an 
upcoming edition. If you are 
interested in getting involved in 
the editorial aspect of RTDE, 
please contact Marie. We are 
looking for an Editor-in-
Training! (continued pg. 7). 
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Meet the 2015-2016 NYCLSA Board  
Members reflect on why they joined NYCLSA, and you should, too! 

Cheryl Novins, Ed.D.  
NYCLSA  President 
Professor of Reading & Basic Education 
Nassau Community College 

 

Liz Hynes-Musnisky 
NYCLSA  President-Elect 
Assistant Professor of Reading & Basic Education 
Nassau Community College 
 

Peter Zirogiannis 
First Vice President 
Department Chair of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Briarcliffe College 
 

Kerry Golde 
Second Vice President 
Associate Professor of Reading & Basic Education 
Nassau Community College 
 

When I learned from colleagues at Nassau Community College about the fantastic events sponsored by 
NYCLSA, I knew I had to join.  I have found the professional development opportunities to be second-to-
none and plan to attend as many events as I can.  As President-elect, I will work with the executive board 
to provide a variety of professional development experiences to the entire membership.  

The reason that I joined NYCLSA is because in my current role as department Chair of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences I am very involved with the assessment, placement and educating of remedial/developmental 
students. Since these students are the most at-risk students at the college, I felt compelled to find an 
increasing number of ways to better serve this population, and to give them every opportunity to be 
successful. The mission of NYCLSA, “To advance standards for teaching and learning skills professionals 
serving underprepared college students.” is one that is dear to my heart and one that I support. As a 
Doctoral Candidate at LIU-Post I have written a number of papers about the benefits of 
remedial/developmental education. With the growing number of students who are underprepared, it is 
incumbent upon all educators to affiliate themselves with an organization such as NYCLSA. There is still 
a lot of work to be done. 

I first joined NYCLSA because I was interested in learning how other college faculty in New York State 
works with the underserved and underprepared students who enroll at our colleges. The people I met at 
the first symposium I attended were warm and welcoming and the presentations covered so many 
interesting and pertinent topics. I quickly learned that NYCLSA members were not only caring educators, 
but interested in current research and up-to-date pedagogy and were willing to share their experiences with 
newcomers. I have enjoyed being a member of NYCLSA and believe that this is an organization that has 
a lot to give those who work hard for their students.  

Joining NCYSLA was an easy decision to make.  Back in 2007 my colleague and I decided to attend a 
symposium. When we arrived, we met other professionals that we identified with. That weekend we 
(continued on next page) 
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Marie Hannan-Mandel 
Editor, RTDE 
English Department 
Corning Community College 

Beth Bentley 
Secretary 
Coordinator of Developmental Reading & Writing 
Corning Community College 

 

Allison Bressmer  
Membership Coordinator 
Associate Professor of Reading & Basic Education 
Nassau Community College 
 

Gina Sipley 
NYCLSA News Editor 
Instructor of Reading & Basic Education 
Nassau Community College 
 Joining NYCLSA is an exciting opportunity to connect with other colleagues who teach developmental 
courses across the state. Our Symposium empowers educators to discuss creative approaches to 
differentiating course instruction and assessing student outcomes. Most importantly the collegial 
connections developed from the professional learning network will last a lifetime.  

(continued from previous page) joined the organization and left feeling satisfied with the experience. From 
that year on, I have been attending and sometimes presenting at the annual symposium. I have found no 
other organization that is as personal with its members.  Being an executive board member gives me the 
opportunity to work with other educators and helps me stay connected to developmental education and 
other interests that are valuable to me.     

I joined NYCLSA when I started teaching reading as an adjunct at Corning Community College in 2009. 
I attended the 2009 Symposium in Corning and found a warm and welcoming community. I later 
volunteered to be the editor of Research & Teaching in Developmental Education and this, combined with 
being an executive board member of NYCLSA, has provided me with a supportive environment in which 
to develop as an educator.  

When I was hired at Corning Community College to teach developmental reading and writing, my only 
guidance was a textbook and sample syllabus. At that time, there was no one available to act as a 
professional mentor offering best practices or even defining clearly the expectations for college readiness. I 
was on my own. So, I joined New York College Learning Skills Association and attended my first 
symposium (16 years ago) where I found a rich community of professionals who shared my concerns and 
offered their own emerging solutions. I felt welcomed into an ongoing conversation. With each passing 
year I attended the conference, I looked forward to seeing colleagues from across the state that were 
becoming friends. It is a place we share our questions & concerns, learn new teaching methods, refine 

If there were an organization through which you could connect with other college educators, exchange 
teaching methodologies, and be introduced to creative ideas, wouldn’t you want to join it? I would…and, 
thanks to NYCLSA, I have. I thoroughly enjoy my profession as an educator: it’s gratifying; it’s 
challenging; it allows me to meet new and interesting students every semester. But I appreciate it all the 
more for NYCLSA, which offers its members’ supportive collegiality and opportunities to refresh 
educational practices. Through its informative publications and meaningful faculty development events, 
NYCLSA allows it members to learn from the best: each other. 
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Optimizing College Learning: 
Teacher Expectations & Student Performance 

 

Joe Cuseo is Professor Emeritus of Psychology who directed the first-year seminar—
a core course required of all new students—for more than 25 years. He’s a 14-time 
recipient of the “faculty member of the year award” on his home campus—a student-
driven award based on effective teaching and academic advising, a recipient of the 
“Outstanding First-Year Student Advocate Award” from the National Resource 
Center for The First-Year Experience and Students in Transition, and a recipient of 
the “Diamond Honoree Award” from the American College Personnel Association 
(ACPA) for contributions made to student development and the Student Affairs 
profession.  Currently, Joe serves as an educational advisor and consultant for 
AVID—a non-profit organization whose mission is to promote the college access 
and success of underserved student populations.  He’s authored articles and books on 
student learning and development, the most recent of which are: Thriving in College 
and Beyond: Research-Based Strategies for Academic Success & Personal Development  
Humanity, Diversity, & The Liberal Arts: The Foundation of a College Education  
Peer-to-Peer Leadership: Transforming Student Culture.  

NYCLSA Symposium 2016 

 

Dr. Joe Cuseo, Keynote Address 

The Gideon Putnam 
24 Gideon Putnam Road 
Saratoga Springs, New York, 12866 
(866) 890-1171 
https://www.gideonputnam.com 

April 3 –April 4, 2016 

Visit the Symposium page on our website for 
our call for proposals, due December 11, 2015 
and for registration information.  
https://www.nyclsa.org/symposium-
2016.html 
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3xHub 1 Event at the Roycroft Inn 
 By Sharon Green 

The quiet village setting was scenic.  The venue was historic and artistic.  The delicious breakfast buffet 
was generous.  The late-May weather was so divine that breakout discussion groups moved to the pretty 
verandah surrounded by rhododendrons in full bloom.  The conversations were stimulating, the idea-
sharing was beneficial, and the collegiality was inspiring. 
 
This is a quick summary of our Hub 1 event, “A Conversation about Challenges and Solutions in 
Academic Support,” on May 29, 2015.  Hub 1, which includes 17 Western New York counties, does 
not have a representative, so long-time NYCLSA members Mich Sojda, Althea Porter, and I 
volunteered to organize an event for our region.  Our goals were to re-kindle interest in NYCLSA in 
Western New York, provide an informal setting in which developmental educators could share 
successes and help one another with challenges, and attract new members.   
 
In addition to current NYCLSA members, we invited other developmental educators from area 
institutions.  This brought in new folks, enriching the conversation.  The 22 people who attended 
represented 11 institutions: the University at Buffalo, Roberts Wesleyan College, D’Youville College, 
Hilbert College, Niagara University, Alfred State, Canisius College, Finger Lakes Community College, 
Monroe Community College, Daemen College, and Trocaire College. 
 
The event was held at the lovely Roycroft Inn in East Aurora, NY, 20 miles south of Buffalo.  The 
Roycroft Inn, a National Historic Landmark, is part of the Roycroft Campus.  The campus is the “best 
preserved and most complete complex of buildings remaining of the ‘guilds’ that evolved in the United 
States at the turn of the 19th to 20th century” (http://www.roycroftinn.com/roycroft_campus.html).  
After our event, we enjoyed an informative docent tour of the Roycroft and learned about its founder, 
Elbert Hubbard, and the Arts & Crafts Movement.  Even those of us who have lived in Western New 
York all our lives learned more about our rich history. 
 
This event was so well received that another Hub 1 event is tentatively planned for January 2016 in 
Western New York.  Watch for details on the NYCLSA web site and in your email. 
Meanwhile, NYCLSA is actively seeking a representative for Hub 1.  This is an ideal opportunity for 
someone in the Western New York area to get more involved with NYCLSA.  If you are interested, 
please contact Kerry Golde at 516-572-7464, ext. 25345 or Kerry.Sikinger-Golde@ncc.edu. 
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Chantal Cristina Receives 2015 Promising Student Award 

 
NYCLSA is pleased to announce that the 2015 recipient of the 
Promising Student Award of $250 is Chantal I. Christina, a 
student at Genesee Community College in Batavia, NY.  
Originally from war-torn Tanzania, Chantal has faced significant 
challenges beginning at age ten when she lost her mother to 
AIDS.  Chantal was adopted by another family who came to the 
US as refugees in 2007.  Problems with her adoptive family 
prompted Chantal to move out at age 18 and for a time she lived 
at the Salvation Army.  As an independent student, Chantal has 
no family to turn to for support so she has struggled to keep up 
with tuition payments and books.  She is very grateful to 
NYCLSA for this award.  
 
After finishing her two-year degree, Chantal hopes to transfer to a 
four-year university to major in education and become a teacher.  
Her nominator for this award, Kathleen McCann Klaiber, 
assistant professor of ESL and English at Genesee Community 

College, noted that Chantal is working hard to overcome gaps in 
her education.  Yet “despite these challenges, Chantal has not 
given up.”  Professor Klaiber says that Chantal often comes to her 
office hours to request support, “…show[ing] determination that I 
wish all students had.”  
 
We congratulate Chantal and we encourage her to update us on her progress.  We also thank the many 
NYCLSA members who contributed to this award by supporting our annual Silent Auction.  I am also 
grateful to the members of the scholarship committee for their assistance: Carol McPhillips of Daemen 
College, Mich Sojda of Hilbert College, and Dr. Althea Porter of Trocaire College. 
 
NYCLSA members who wish to contribute to the Promising Student Award can do so any time; you 
don’t have to wait for the Silent Auction at the Symposium.  We also invite NYCLSA members to 
consider donating $250 so we can give a second Promising Student Award.  This could be done for one 
year or annually, and it could be done by an individual or jointly by a group of colleagues. For more 
information, contact Sharon Green, chair of the Scholarship Committee, or Mich Sojda, NYCLSA 
Treasurer.  

By Sharon Green 

 

Chantal Christina 
Genesee Community College 

Townsend Press Donates $250 for Promising Student 

NYCLSA wishes to thank George Henry of Townsend Press, who recently 
donated $250 so we can give a second Promising Student Award in 2016.  We 
know that this generous donation will make a student in need very happy.  
Townsend Press, a long-time supporter of NYCLSA, publishes a variety of low-
cost textbooks for developmental courses; see http://www.townsendpress.com/.  
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Kate McCann Klaiber  
Receives Professional Development Award 

The recipient of the 2015 Professional Development Award is 
Kathleen (Kate) McCann Kaliber, Assistant Professor of ESL and 
English at Genesee Community College.  Kate used her $500 award 
to attend the recent TESOL International Convention and English 
Language Expo in Toronto, Ontario.  She was particularly 
interested in participating in the conference’s Adult Ed Day, to 
enhance her skills working with developmental immigrant students 
and to share what she learned with her colleagues.  Kate, who in 
2014 received the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching, is 
dedicated to improving her teaching to immigrant students as well 
as native speakers in her classes. 
 
As an outgrowth of her experience, Kate presented at the recent 
NYCLSA Symposium in Briarcliff Manor, NY, on her work with 
developmental immigrant students. We have also encouraged her to  
consider writing an article for this newsletter or for our journal, 
Research and Teaching in Developmental Education. 

Kate McCann Klaiber 
 

Assistant Professor  
ESL and English 

Genesee Community College 

Professional Development  
Scholarship Fund 

We thank all NYCLSA members who support our annual Silent Auction, which raises funds for the 
Professional Development Scholarship.  Please consider applying for this scholarship and remind your 

colleagues to do so.  The application is on our website at: 
https://www.nyclsa.org/nyclsa-scholarship-opportunities.html. 

By Sharon Green 

1

I am excited to welcome our new NYCLSA Executive 
Board Members: President-Elect Liz Hynes-Musnisky, 1st 
VP Peter Zirogiannis, Membership Coordinator Allison 
Bressmer, and Newsletter Editor Gina Sipley. With all of 
this strong leadership, I am sure that NYCLSA will 
continue to be one of the leading learning organizations 
in New York for college faculty and staff.  
 
Lastly, we are always looking for members who are 
interested in becoming even more involved in NYCLSA. 
We have so many worthwhile subcommittees working on 

2

 

President’s Welcome (continued) 
projects throughout the year. Please think 
about how you can make a difference and 
join us! Enjoy the fall semester and I look 
forward to seeing you at Symposium 2016! 
 
Warm regards,  
 
Cheryl Novins, Ed.D.  
NYCLSA  President 
Professor of Reading & Basic Education 
Nassau Community College 
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Authors are invited to submit manuscripts on a variety of topics related to developmental 
education. Of particular interest are articles that address measurement and evaluation procedures; 
program design and implementation; research and pedagogy as they inform, or are informed by, 
current theory; and interdisciplinary approaches to major concerns in developmental education.  
 
 
Please refer to RTDE Manuscript Guidelines on our 
website: https://www.nyclsa.org/journal.html 
 
Marie Hannan-Mandel, Editor 
Assistant Professor  
Corning Community College 
1 Academic Drive  
Corning, NY 14830 
Email: mhannanm@corning-cc.edu 
  
Please contact Marie Hannan-Mandel  
to order back issues of RTDE 
Cost ($5 members, $15 non-members) 
 
 

Editor-in-Training 
Opportunity 

 
NYCLSA Journal: 

Research & Teaching in 
Developmental Education 
(RTDE) seeks Editor-in-

Training. 
 

Please contact 
Marie Hannan-Mandel at 

mhannanm@corning-cc.edu 
for further details. 

Call For Papers 

Send submissions, pitches, photos, and other NYCLSA news to gina.sipley@ncc.edu with NYCLSA News in the subject line.  
 

Gina Sipley 
NYCLSA News Editor 

Instructor of Reading & Basic Education 
Nassau Community College 

 
 


