
 

Save the Date! 

NYCLSA NEWS 
The New York College Learning Skills Association 

In conjunction with the Symposium, 
we are pleased to announce that Dr. 
Jane Maher, a devoted developmental 
educator and prolific writer, will lead 
a pre-conference, interactive 
workshop on Saturday evening. The 
pre-conference workshop invites us to 
explore “The Evolution of Our 
Teaching.” Dr. Maher will also deliver 
our keynote address on Sunday. I 
couldn’t be more excited about 
welcoming her, and all of you, to our 
Symposium.  
 
Please don’t forget that we are looking 
for a First Vice President for our 
Executive Board. Please nominate 
yourself or a colleague for the 
position. 
 
As always, please feel free to reach 
out with questions and concerns. I 
can’t wait to see you in April. 
 
All the best, 

President’s Welcome 
Greetings NYCLSA Colleagues! 
 
Even though we’re just midway through the Fall semester, the 
NYCLSA Board is hard at work preparing for our 2017 Annual 
Symposium -- check out our new countdown clock on 
www.nyclsa.org. Our Symposium is known for it’s robust 
presentations and collegial atmosphere! And because of the amazing 
turnout and response to last year’s Symposium, we’re returning to The 
Gideon Putnam in Saratoga Springs, NY on April 2nd. The theme for 
the 2017 conference, “Looking Forward: The Future of 
Developmental Education,” reminds us that our work is always 
relevant and is continually evolving to meet the needs of our students 
and the world! Please visit www.nyclsa.org and respond to our Call 
for Proposals. 

November 11 

Call for  Symposium 
Proposals 

December 9 

Symposium 
Registration 

ASAP 

F A L L  2 0 1 6  

For more information about each event click on the link or visit 
http://www.nyclsa.org/ 

Professional 
Development 
Scholarship Deadline 

Liz Hynes-Musnisky 
Co-Coordinator of the Honors Program  
 
Assistant Professor 
Reading and Basic Education 
Nassau Community College 
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Dr. Jane Maher 
Professor of Reading and Basic Education 

Nassau Community College 

Keynote Address 

Jane Maher has been teaching basic writing at Nassau 
Community College for 30 years. She was one of the 
founders of the Basic Education Program at NCC. She 
has been teaching in the college program at the Bedford 
Hills Correctional Facility for Women in Westchester 
County for 20 years, and she was a member of the 
steering committee to return college to the prison after 
the withdrawal of PELL grants in 1996. 

Jane is the author of four biographies, including the biography of William C. Stokoe, the father of 
American Sign Language Linguistics, published by Gallaudet University Press. The National Council 
of Teachers of English published her biography of Mina P. Shaughnessy, a pioneer of Basic Writing at 
City University of New York during the turbulent period of open admissions during the 1960s.  Maher 
is active in The Long Island Writing Project where she co-facilitated a summer institute for middle and 
high school English teachers last summer. She is a member of the Editorial Board of The Journal of Basic 
Writing, a quarterly journal founded by Mina Shaughnessy. 
 
Jane has recently been appointed to a national strategic planning committee to study and advocate for 
the expansion of prison college programs, part of her commitment to extending educational 
opportunities to one of the most disenfranchised populations in the United States. She is currently 
researching and writing a profile of Sister Tesa Fitzgerald, the founder of Hour Children, an 
organization that provides services to recently released women and their children. 
 
Jane received a Nassau Community College Faculty Recognition Award for her services to students 
with disabilities in the Spring 2015, and she was the Keynote Speaker at City College’s 21st Century 
Literacies Conference in May of 2016, where she introduced three graduates of the prison college 
program who had been released and are using their college educations to break the cycle of recidivism 
for themselves and their peers. 
 

My Twenty Years in 
Prison (As A Teacher) 

The Evolution Of Out Teaching: 
An Interactive Workshop 

Join us on Saturday April 1 for a special preconference workshop with Dr. Jane Maher. Register at 
http://www.nyclsa.org/store/c3/NYCLSA_Symposium_2017_Options.html 
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Looking Forward:  
The Future of Developmental Education 

The Gideon Putnam 
RESERVATIONS 

Please call Gideon-Putnam at 
1-866-746-1077  

(Group Code: 9N951H) 
 

*Complimentary WiFi 
*Complimentary parking onsite 

*Complimentary shuttle to Downtown Saratoga for all 
overnight guests 

Saturday, April 1 – Preconference Workshop 

Sunday, April 2 -  Full Conference 

The Gideon Putnam 
24 Gideon Putnam Road 

Saratoga Springs, New York, 12866 
(866) 890-1171 

www.gideonputnam.com 
 

 

NYCLSA NEWS 

 



 

 

THE LOREM IPSUMS FALL 2016 

4 

Scholarship Opportunities 

Are you considering attending a professional 
development opportunity like the Kellogg Institute or SI 
training?   
 
Will you be taking a graduate course in developmental 
education or a related field?  

Deadline to Nominate a Student  
for the Promising Student Award  

is January 27, 2017 
 Do you know a hard-working student who is 

struggling to finance their education? Nominate that 
student for NYCLSA’s Professional Development 
Scholarship.  

Send Completed Applications To: 

Sharon Green 
Niagara University 

Office of Academic Support 
Seton Hall, 1st floor 

Niagara University, NY 14109.   
 

Questions?  Contact Sharon at 716-286-8071 or sgreen@niagara.edu. 
 

NYCLSA NEWS 

The application is available by clicking the link below: 
 http://www.nyclsa.org/uploads/2/6/5/9/26590431/2014_professional_development_schol
arship_application.pdf.   

Deadline to Apply for Professional 
Development Scholarship is November 11 

 

The Promising Student Award application is  available 
at http://www.nyclsa.org/uploads/2/6/5/9/26590431/promising_student_award_application.pdf 

To be eligible, students must be enrolled full-time in a two- or four-year institution of higher 
education, they must have a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher, and they must have passing 
grades in any developmental courses taken.  
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Universal Design For Learning 

The original intent of Universal Design was to create architectural environments and products that 
were accessible for as many individuals as possible. Almost everyone has experienced the ease of 
using an automatic door, although they were originally designed for people in wheelchairs. Educators 
today have applied the concept of access to learning.  
 
Universal Design for Learning focuses on access to every aspect of learning. The approach of this 
research-based framework improves the quality of education for all learners. When instructors 
embrace the utilization of Universal Design Strategies in the classroom, instruction becomes more 
accessible to all students, and potentially could reduce the student’s need for accommodations.   
 
UDL guidelines include the affective why, what, and how of learning. There are many ways for 
faculty members to incorporate UDL strategies into their classrooms. Below are some suggested tools 
to help inspire your creativity in planning. 
 

1) Provide multiple means of representation  
 

The representation principal is the “What” of learning. This includes how the brain gathers facts and 
categorizes what we see, hear, and read. Identifying letters, words, or an author’s style are recognition 
tasks. The focus of this principal is on the way information is presented to the learners. Learners differ 
in the ways that they perceive and comprehend information that is presented to them.   
 
Instructors may consider:  
 

ü Presenting information using multiple modalities. Consider providing all course 
content in digital format.  
 

ü Offering core materials through a variety of mediums that allow format 
adaptations. Format adaptations might include allowing students to access 
captions, alter text size, use color to emphasize concepts, or amplify sound. 

 
ü Examining the type of language, expression and symbols used.  

2) Offer multiple means of action and expression  
 
Learners differ in the ways that they can navigate a learning environment and express what they 
know. The expression principal is the “how” of learning. It includes how we organize and express our 
ideas, plan, and perform tasks. Ideally students should be able to represent what they know in a 
variety of ways.  

NYCLSA NEWS 

 
Nicole Forchelli 

Coordinator for Students with Disabilities 
Assistant Professor of Reading and Basic Education 



 

 

THE LOREM IPSUMS FALL 2016 

6 

Universal Design For Learning, Continued 
Instructors may consider: 
 

ü Providing clear expectations of course requirements and feedback on assignments.  
  

ü Consider giving a choice of alternative assessment methods. 
 

ü Using a variety of assessment methods, such as exams, presentations, papers etc. in 
measuring learning objectives. 

 
ü Allowing students to answer the same question in a different way by allowing the use of 

different media and tools for communication. 

 
3) Provide multiple means of engagement  
 
This principal refers to the “why” of learning. It emphasizes a critical element to learning, and learners 
differ markedly in the way in which they can be engaged or motivated to learn.  
 
Instructors may consider:  

  
ü Breaking up long-term goals or projects into smaller, more manageable chunks. 

 
ü Promote interaction and collaboration among students. One way to encourage this 

collaboration is by creating small groups so students can build peer relationships and turn 
to each other for support.  

 
ü Offering choices in how objectives and academic goals can be reached.  

 
ü Relating instruction to students’ individual characteristics, personal lives, and cultures.   

 

When considering the immense range of diversity represented by those who wish to learn, it is crucial 
that those who choose to teach persist in making their instruction accessible. Universal Design for 
learning provides an essential framework of learning. 
 
 
 
Nicole Forchelli is an Assistant Professor and Coordinator for students with disabilities for the Reading and Basic 
Education Department at Nassau Community College. She received a Masters Degree in teaching students with 
disabilities from Long Island University and holds a Bachelors degree in Business from Hofstra University. She has 9 
years of experience teaching students with special needs in the New York State public schools.  
 

NYCLSA NEWS 
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